Message

From: Alpern, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=7A6D1FE1F61646D6BI6EDODD6F6C33CD-ALPERN, MIC)

Sent: 7/7/2022 12:41:46 AM

To: Erin Curtis [erin.curtis@calepa.ca.gov]; Allison@DTSC Wescott [Alliscn.Wescott@dtsc.ca.gov]

Subject: RE: Exide/Superfund press coverage

Flagging an LAist piece on Exide. No mention of EPA...but they quote Jared
hitns: /st com/news/cimate-environment/officials-request-federal-help-to-cdean-lead-and-toxins-from-former-
vernan-batterny-facilitv-invernon

From: Alpern, Michael

Sent: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 10:01 AM

To: Erin Curtis <erin.curtis@calepa.ca.gov>; Allison@DTSC Wescott <Allison.Wescott@dtsc.ca.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Exide/Superfund press coverage

Hi Erin and Allison,
Hope you had great holiday weekends, and that Allison is feeling better. Just wondering if you’ve seen any Exide articles
beyond the two LA area news wire pieces cited below?

Cheers,
Mike

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Alpern, Michael" <alpern. Michael@epa.zov>
Date: July 5, 2022 at 9:49:00 AM PDT

To: "Colip, Matthew" <colip.matthewena gov>
Subject: Exide/Superfund press coverage

Matt, here are the two articles | mentioned on the comms call. Both are LA-area newswire pieces that
got picked up by several local SoCal outlets:

By CNS Author
Published July 1, 2022 7:25PM
Vernon

City News Service
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LOS ANGELES - State regulators announced Friday they have asked the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency to declare the abandoned Exide battery- recycling

plant in Vernon a federal Superfund site, a move that would free up funding for
cleanup efforts and expedite the process.

Authorities say the plant, which closed in 2015, released toxic chemicals including

lead, arsenic and mercury into more than 10,000 properties in Bell, Boyle Heights,
Commerce, Maywood, East Los Angeles, Huntington Park and Vernon.
Cleanup and remediation efforts have been under way for years, and while those

efforts have progressed in recent months, there's a lot more work to be done.

"We were just announcing a milestone of 3,000 properties remediated at the end of
December, and now we're closing in on 4,000. It's remarkable,” Meredith Williams,
director of the state Department of Toxic Substances Control, told reporters during a

teleconference Friday.

Jared Blumenfeld, secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency,
called the Exide property one of the most heavily lead-contaminated sites in the

United States.

Declaring it a Superfund site would place it on a National Priority List for cleanup,

potentially freeing up millions of federal dollars to speed cleanup efforts.

Martha Guzman, U.S. EPA regional administrator for the Pacific Southwest, said the
agency will begin a "rulemaking process” to consider the state's request to make Exide

a Superfund site.

<image001.jpg>

PGS ANGELES, CA MARCH 12, 2015 (Photo by Iefan Khao/Los Angeles Times via Gotty Images)

"EPA and DTSC have already made a significant investment working with the
surrounding impacted communities, local and federal officials, and public health
officials by ordering the Exide facility to close, implementing the investigation and
cleaning up of the facility, including 3,746 surrounding residential properties and
overseeing the decontamination and deconstruction of the two remaining buildings of

the lead battery processing and smelting operations at the facility,” Guzman said in a
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statement. "While we move through the Superfund listing proposal process, EPA will
continue to support DTSC's implementation of the Closure Plan and cleanup work in
the community. For many years our two agencies have worked together at a variety of

sites, and we look forward to our roles as co-regulators continuing.”

In 2015, the U.S. Department of Justice agreed not to prosecute Exide for violations
of hazardous waste law in exchange for safely shutting down the Vernon facility and
cleaning up related contamination, including lead found in the soil of surrounding
homes.

When Exide closed the lead-acid battery recycling plant, it committed to pay $50

million for cleanup of the site and surrounding area. Of that amount, $26 million was
meant to be set aside for residential cleanup.

But in late 2020, a bankruptcy court judge approved a settlement agreement allowing
Exide to formally abandon the Vernon facility without further liability. Under the
agreement, a bond of $11.16 million was issued in connection with liabilities related

to the Vernon site.

"While Exide has walked away from its responsibility to clean up its decades of toxic
pollution, California has stepped in to do right by this community and address the
remnants of an industrial past that threatens the health of the most vulnerable among

us,” Gov. Gavin Newsom said in a statement. "Today's announcement will take our

efforts to the next level, as we aggressively pursue federal funds made available by
President Biden's Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to further this critical work."

In 2016, then-Gov. Jerry Brown allocated $176.6 million to expedite and expand the
testing and cleanup of homes, schools and parks near Exide. The funding was
expected to begin the process but not finish the work. In 2020, an auditor found that
even high-risk properties like child care centers and schools had vet to be cleaned and

only about 2,000 residential properties in the arca were cleaned.

The Exide plant opened in Vernon in 1922 and operated for years despite continuing

environmental viclations.

"Under the Trump Administration, the EPA and the U.S. Department of Justice

negotiated a bankruptcy court settlement with Exide that falls hundreds of millions of
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dollars short of estimated cleanup costs -- absolving Exide from all wrongdoing and
leaving the state of California and its taxpayers to pay to clean up decades of lead and
other toxic contamination deposited in Eastside and Southeast neighborhoods,” county
Supervisor Hilda Solis said in a statement. "As supervisor for the First District, 1
strongly objected to the settlement because it failed to hold Exide accountable.

However, this action helps turn the corner on that mistake.

"... Our communities have suffered for too long and it is imperative that we move
quickly to expedite this long-overdue effort to address this public health crisis,” she

said.

Unable to fund Exide cleanup, state wants
contaminated Vernon site added to federal
Superfund list

By SCNG

"The Vernon battery recycling site was the worst environmental justice

disaster of its kind in our state’s history,’ said one lawmaker
<image002.jpg>

Former Exide battery recycling plant in Vernon at 2717 S. Indiana St. on Thursday,
October 8, 2020. (Photo by Dean Musgrove, Los Angeles Daily News/SCNG)

By JASON HEMNRY | thenrviscne.com | Pasadena Star News

PUBLISHED: July 3, 2022 at 7:05 a.m. | UPDATED: July 3, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.
California is formally asking the federal government to add the heavily polluted former site of
Exide Technologies, abandoned through bankruptcy by its owners two years ago, to the
National Priorities List to make it eligible for millions of dollars in additional clean-up funds.
The California Department of Toxic Substances Control estimates lead, arsenic and cadmium
released by the Vernon-based battery recycler during its decades of operation contaminated
parks, schools and nearly 10,000 homes in the largely working-class Latino neighborhoods of
Boyle Heights, East Los Angeles, Maywood, Huntington Park and Commerce. So far, the state
has committed $700 million and cleaned up nearly 4,000 homes with another 2,000 properties
expected to finish over the next two years.

Still, the remaining funds are not enough, state officials say.

“While Exide has walked away from its responsibility to clean up its decades of toxic
pollution, California has stepped in to do right by this community and address the remnants of
an industrial past that threatens the health of the most vulnerable among us,” Gov. Gavin
Newsom state in a statement. “Today’s announcement will take our efforts to the next level, as
we aggressively pursue federal funds made available by President Biden’s Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law to further this critical work.”
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The DTSC needs at least another $150 million to investigate the industrial properties near the
Exide site to determine what, if any, additional remediation is necessary.

“To protect individuals, families and businesses in communities surrounding the former Exide
facility, California has invested hundreds of millions of dollars, cleaned up thousands of the

most contaminated properties, and taken ambitious steps to safely close the facility,” said
Meredith Williams, DTSC’s director.

“We are excited about the potential to receive federal support and benefit from federal
expertise to drive this cleanup toward completion and look forward to partnering with U.S.
EPA as they review this request,” she said.

The process for becoming a Superfund site can take up two years. The request also could be
denied if the site does not score enough on the national Hazard Ranking Svstem, an analysis
that sets a numerical value based on certain environmental risk factors.

State efforts continue

Williams and Jared Blumfeld, director of the California EPA, said the lengthy process to be
added as a Superfund site will not slow the state’s ongoing efforts to clean up the property and
the surrounding communities.

“We have been at the site and will continue to be at the site until cleanup is complete,”
Williams said. “We are going to see this through.”

In a statement, Martha Guzman, the U.S. EPA’s Pacific Southwest regional director, said the
EPA will now begin ““a rulemaking process to propose this Superfund listing” in light of the
state’s formal request.

Earlier this year, President Joe Biden’s infrastructure law provided $1.5 billion to revitalize
brownfields across the U.S. Biden’s 2822-23 budget proposal includes $11.8 billion to fight
climate change, including an additional $455 million for the Superfund remedial program,
Guzman noted.

“We are fortunate to be receiving this request at a time when we have significant new
resources from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to clean up more pollution in communities
like the one suffering from lead pollution caused by Exide,” she stated. “The EPA has been
working diligently through our recent partnership with DTSC to decontaminate and take down
all the smelter buildings at the Exide facility, and we look forward to continuing our work with
the state of California to protect this community from lead pollution.”

Plant closed in 2015

The Exide battery recycling plant operated for nearly a century until its closure i 2015, At the
time, the U.S. Attorney’s Office agreed not to charge Exide criminally for the pollution and
contamination in exchange for the company shutting down the Vernon plant and paying for the
cleanup of the site. Though Exide latcr reneged on the agreement, the Department of Justice
supported Exide’s bankruptcy and abandonment proposal in 2020.

A trust set up and funded with $30 million through the bankruptcy process decontaminated and
demolished several of the buildings on the site earlier this year, but that work stopped at the
ground level and did not address the contaminated soils.

The rest of the costs effectively became the state’s responsibility. Newsom, who toured the
affected neighborhoods with local and state lawmakers, carmarked 5454 million for the
cleanup efforts in 2021.
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“Designating Exide as a Superfund site will enable the EPA to oversee and potentially provide
millions of federal dollars for the cleanup of the facility and surrounding communities,” said
Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis. “Under the Trump administration, the EPA and
the U.S. Department of Justice negotiated a bankruptcy court settlement with Exide that falls
hundreds of millions of dollars short of estimated cleanup costs — absolving Exide from all
wrongdoing and leaving the State of California and its taxpayers to pay to clean up decades of
lead and other toxic contamination deposited in Eastside and Southeast neighborhoods.”

If Exide 1s added to the National Priorites List, 1t would “turn the corner on that mistake,” she
said.

There are currently 1,333 Superfund sites in the country, 96 of which are in California,
according to the U.S. EPA’s website. About a dozen of the sites are in Los Angeles County.

‘Suffered too long’

“Providing funding for the Exide facility cleanup is consistent with President Biden’s priority
to achieve environmental justice and equity,” Solis said. “Our communities have suffered for
too long and it is imperative that we move quickly to expedite this long-overdue effort to
address this public health crisis.”

Solis and state lawmakers praised the California EPA and DTSC’s decision to request
Superfund status, but at the same time, they criticized the decades of inaction from prior
administrations at the local, state and federal level that allowed Exide to get away with
contaminating neighborhoods for so long.

“Our communities have been left behind for generations,” said Assemblymember Miguel
Santiago, D-Los Angeles. “Let’s not make any mistake about it, there have been decades of
failures that led us to where we are today.”

Lead exposure

those in a similar study in Boston. Lead exposure can lead to developmental disabilities, cancer
and other long-term health effects.

“The damage 1s so great, we need the federal government to join us,” said state Sen. Maria
Elena Durazo, D-Los Angeles. “Bottom line, the Vernon battery recycling site was the worst
environmental justice disaster of its kind in our state’s history. That needs to be said over and
over again if we’re going to avoid this happening again.”

For too long, the neighborhoods in this area have been treated like a “wasteland,” said
Assemblymember Cristina Garcia, D-Bell Gardens. Cleaning up the damage from Exide to the
surrounding communities — and repurposing the site for a beneficial use — is a step in the
right direction.

“While there is no way to correct those injustices out there, this is a good beginning,” Garcia
said of the potential Superfund designation.

Mike Alpern - Director, Public Affairs
U.S. EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest)
(415) 947-4142 | alpsroumichasi@ena.goyv
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Follow us on Twitter: @EPAregion9
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